
I start at the Man. My goal is
to find a home. I aimed for the
center to begin my quest, but it
was not to end there. I walk
Northwest and the effigy
recedes, shrouded from view by
high winds carrying fine
particles dust filling my nostrils
and lungs. 

I am thirsty and head towards
it in hopes of finding water on
Mars. On the horizon I spot a
gigantic red orb loudly pumping
music at the edge of the expanse.
Inside humans reluctantly offer
me a lukewarm sample. I leave
feeling that the Martians are not
the friendliest of races. 

The storms worsen. I seek
refuge behind large machines
with noisemakers to adjust my
gear between Mars and Jupiter.
Humans peer at me from behind
glass barricades. 

I decide to head for Uranus,
having heard it was a dirty but
necessary place. I arrive at the
edge and run into a small enclave
of humanoids, exposing
themselves to the Sun. 

I inquire, “Can you tell me
where the center of Uranus is?” 

One reply, “We are holding up
this end of Uranus. You need to
head that way.” He points down
a bare outline of a boulevard.

Fragments of human waste
fling past me as I head into the
storm in a new direction. When I
stop, a water-emiting vehicle
pelts my legs as it passes, a
cooling experience. Inspired, I
return to the Red Planet. When I
arrive, Tobias of the Camp of
Incestual Nipples greets me. I
am offered sausages and a cool
drink. Tobias, tells me of a day
when they create a large omelet.
An Orgasm Omelet. Participants
are required to scream their most
convincing of human orgasm or
tell a tale of their favorite
ecstacy. 

Satiated I return to my quest.
Tobias points me to Center

Camp, which he identifies as
possible center, a place where
humans meet and pour libations. 

I arrive and find this is true,
but there is so much more. A sea
of humans engage in various
activities: making music, a
verbal diarrhea called rap, some
form of contortionism. I
exchange some scrip for a
delicious beverage called Chai,
which I quickly imbibe. But it’s
not the center, so I move on. 

I exit the large red and gold
tent and resume my search. I
head toward the Sun, following
an Esplanade. I spot a
communications device,
emitting a ringing sound. I

operate the device, and a voice
says “Hello, who is this?”

“Who is this?”I ask. 
“God”
“God? Do you know where

the center of the universe is? I’m
looking for a home.”

“The center of the universe is
where ever you are.”

“This booth is the center of the
universe?”

“Wherever you are,” the voice
confirms.

Another dust storm swirls. I
panic and leave the
communications device
dangling on its cord, heading
toward the effigy at the place
where I began my search.  The
storm subsides, revealing a small
white structure. 

It is a house. Completely
white. Inside, a simple white-
sheeted bed sits. I go inside and
sit on the matress. Was I home
now? A perfect house and a
white picket fence? I search for
answers in the universe and the
more I see, the more I learn, is
that there are just more
questions. Even when God said I
am the center of the universe,
surely he must have meant each
human as well. That no matter
where we are we create our own
center.
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Nobody’s quite sure what it means, but
Burning Man leaders are quite certain they
want to head toward development of
regional Burning groups. In a panel news
conference on Wednesday, they discussed
recruitment and development goals, along
with the challenges of taking magic off the
Playa and performing it in distant towns.

“Most of the salient lessons after a
decade and a half is that what we do on the
playa is scalable,” said Founder Larry
Harvey. He says plans for regional groups
could make today’s large-scale playa
experience comparable to the origin of
Burning Man at Baker’s Beach in 1986. 

This year’s Burn included low-profile
training for regional leaders around the
country. Projects under consideration
include inter-city art exchanges and multi-
camp decompressions. There was also a
Regional Playa Info desk run at Center
Camp by Steven Raspa. But regionalism is
new enough that nobody knows how it
will work.

“We’re learning as much from them as
they learn from us,” said Marian Goodell,
Mistress of Communication. “We’re not
dictating a program to them. It’s not about
ideology.”

It may not be a rigid ideology, but they
clearly want it as an extension of their
value system. Harvey even compares
regional burning groups to the old Elks
Lodge. “A whole array of groups are dying
at a drastic rate,” he says. Burning Man
could provide another motif for public

service on the local level.
“It may seem a stretch that we’re all

talking about what’s happening beyond an
exotic event in such a remote location, but
the clear majority of people (here) are
exotic if given half the chance,” he said.
He calls it an effort to “reinvent the
culture”, and calls the Playa a “life lesson
in civics.”

As for the nuts and bolts of regionalism,
the group appears to be stepping
cautiously. It wants to provide autonomy
while not endangering the Burning Man
name or sensibilities.

To obtain regional status, groups will
have to agree to follow the “10 Principles”
articulated on www.burningman.com.
These include “transparent books” and
other sorts of accountability. It also
includes “radical inclusiveness” and
“interactivity” to find a role for everyone.”

“We ask them to sign a letter of
agreement with us, and to acquire a formal

structure that allows them to do specific
types of corporate busines,” said Goodell.
She says the use of Burning Man logos
and symbols is “still under review,” and
might be resolved by allowing “variations
on a theme”, without faithful logo
duplication.

Burning Man staff will make regional
training a priority, and visit cities around
the country to lend support and help
leaders develop their skills. “Our job is to
empower,” says Harley Dubois.

Less clear to the national leaders is how
specifics of the Burning Man culture will
translate to other settings. Harvey admits
the “gift economy” is not going to work in
a permanent community. 

“You’d have to meet everyone
individually just to get a ball point pen,”
he said.

But he suggests it can co-exist with the
commerce-based “Real World”. 

“(They) can do projects they could
never do with a credit card. There’s a huge
amount of social capital out there,” says
Harvey. He is also interested in how to
provide the community building
associated with arduous travel and
primitive conditions (the struggle of
achievement). 

Organizers appear to be counting on the
passions and energy of the artists that
comprise the Burning Man community.

“All of these communities sprang up
spontaneously,” said Harvey. “You can’t
plan culture.”
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You planned your trip to Burning Man for
weeks. You mapped out your camp, worked
your check list, carefully packed and hauled
your stuff to they playa. But when your
vacation in altered reality draws to a close,
it’s time to pick up your toys. It’s time to
pack your art cars. It’s time for Exodus.

Burning Man began organizing Exodus in
2000, said Black
Rock Ranger
Odwally, who
oversees Exodus. 

“By 1999
Burning Man had
grown to the point
where we were getting bad bottlenecks. We
realized we needed a system to get people
off the playa and onto the pavement more
efficiently,” he said.

Last year the Exodus team was a bit too
efficient. It did such a good job getting
vehicles off the playa that it created traffic
jams on the pavement. This year the team
will better monitor the flow. There will be
two exit lanes. If traffic gets backed up on
the pavement, one lane will be shut down.
Black Rock City so large this year that traffic
could back up into city streets at the busiest
times.

The Exodus team has more than 50
p e o p l e .
Volunteers are
needed and may
sign up at Playa
Info.

The Exodus
team controls

the roads from the Greeter Station to Empire.
Approaching the exit, the right lane is for
large vehicles and the others for cars.
Department of Public Works Extortion Areas
are located right before the Greeter Station
and will accept non-perishable food,
cigarettes and alcohol for the crew.

Tips for an easy Exodus:
• Try to avoid the busiest times (10 a.m. to

4 p.m. Sunday and Monday, and Sunday
night after the Temple burn. Early morning is
best.

• Try to avoid stopping in Gerlach or
Empire. If you must, make sure you are
completely off the road; don’t block traffic.

• Listen to Black Rock Radio 94.5. Traffic
reports are updated every half hour or as
needed.

• Make sure
your load is
s e c u r e ,
especially trash.
Trash bags can
blow off and
burst, spreading
MOOP all over. 

• If you break down, try to get the vehicle
off the road. If you can’t move the vehicle,
the Exodus staff will call a tow truck for
which you will have to pay.

• Carry that Burning Man spirit with you
on the roads. Smile, wave, have fun.

Keep an eye out for the census takers as
you exit. If you have not yet filled out a
census form, please grab one. Wave the form
out the window when you finish, and a
census taker will collect it.

By Gothalot

By Chris Penny

By Liane Gabora

Pack Early 
and Often

Is this home?

Taking That Burning Feeling Home
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He Finds Himself at Burning Man 
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